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Dear Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COIVmiEI^TS 

This AmendmentySubmissicn is being filed together with a Request for 
Continued ExaiTiination (RCE). Prior to the issuance of the next Office Action, please 
enter the foliowing amendments ar?d remarks in the above-identified U.S. patent 
appiication. 

.Amendments to the cia^n^s begin on page 3 of this paper. 
Remarks/Argiiments begin on page 8 of this paper. 



Application No. 09/877,744 
Amendment Submrlted v/m RCE 
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FEE CALCULATiOM 

Any additional fee required has been caicuiated as toibws: 



checked, Srrsail Entity status is claimed. 
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TOTAL 


5.00 



'not iess than 20 not less U-an 3 



in the event a fee is required or if any additional fee during the prosecution of 
this application is not paid, the Patent Office is authonzed to charge any underpayrner]! or 
crc-jd;t any overpayn-;ent to Deposit Account No, 50-2215. 

COI^T^MG.ENT EXTE^S^OM REQUEST 

if this communication is .fiied after the shortened statutory time period had 
eiapsed and no separate Petition is enciosed, the Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademanks is petitioned, under 3? C.F.R, § 1.136(a). to extend the time forfiiing a 
response to the outstanding Office .Action by the number of months which vvili avoid 
abandonment under 37 C.F.R. § 1 ,135. The fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 should be 
charged to our Deposit Account No. 50-2215. 



